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Module1:DESIGN
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• A PROJECT-BASED COURSE; IT EMPHASIZES THE DESIGN OF COMPLEX GROUP OF
BUILDINGS (MIXED USED, RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS) WITHIN AN
URBAN CONTEXT OF A RELATED URBAN FABRIC SUCH AS LOCATIONS IN CENTRAL
URBAN AREAS OR IN OTHER LOCATIONS WHERE AN URBAN DESIGN PRACTICE IS
NEEDED PRIOR TO THE DESIGN OF INDIVIDUAL BUILDINGS. THE COURSE EMPLOYS
A PROFESSIONAL APPROACH WHERE THE BRIEF AND REQUIREMENTS OF THE
PROJECT ARE FORMULATED BY THE STUDENTS AS A RESULT OF EXISTING
ARCHITECTURAL AND SOCIAL ANALYSIS OF THE STUDY AREA.

COURSE DESCRIPTION: (ACCORDING TO THE CURRICULUM): 
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ALSO THE MAIN PRINCIPLES AND URBAN ARRANGEMENT BEHIND THE COMPLEX
SPATIAL DESIGN AND CONTEXT, IN ADDITION OF FORMULATE CRITICAL
ARGUMENTS BY EXERCISING DIFFERENT VALUE APPROACHES IN CONTEMPORARY
URBAN DESIGN, AS WELL AS FUTURE TENDENCIES IN THE FIELD.

COURSE DESCRIPTION: (ACCORDING TO THE CURRICULUM): 
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COURSE GOALS AND OBJECTIVE: 
• This course will:
• Capacity to define strategies for problem solving, conceptual

development and poetic expression at all levels of the design process of
a building complex

• Ability to apply basic organizational, spatial, structural, and
constructional principles to the conception and development of
architecture and urban design projects.

• Capacity to develop a design that responds to urban context,
topography, and historical fabric.
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COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
Based on NAAB Student Performance Criteria:

A.6 :

Use of Precedents: Ability to examine and comprehend the fundamental
principles present in relevant precedents and to make informed choices about
the incorporation of such principles into architecture and urban design
projects.

B.2 :

Site Design: Ability to respond to site characteristics, including urban context
and developmental patterning, historical fabric, soil, topography, ecology,
climate, and building orientation, in the development of a project design.
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COURSE PROJECTS:  

Development of the Museum of Parliamentary Life
Design Brief: The existing museum building illustrates the political
history of Jordan. One part of the museum is the old parliament
building with working rooms and the parliament room that feels
like a time travel in the 50s/60s. Everything looks like original from
that time. The other part of the museum is a new exhibition on the
royal family and important political events from the last 100 years.
Ministry of culture wants to build a new extension to the museum to
include exhibition area, library and administrative offices. The
purpose of the project is to design the new extension with respond
to the existing historical fabric site characteristics, including urban
context and developmental patterning.
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COURSE PROJECTS:  

Mixed used, residential and commercial complex
Design Brief: Jordan witnesses a highly accelerated development
in different life aspects such as: urbanization, tourism, economy,
services and commerce, in addition to real estate.
Within this rapid growth and development; the real estate
development is having the lions share specially in Amman. One of
the most attractive site for this development is the old district of
Jabal Amman area, an area that is known for its cultural heritage.
The purpose of the project is to design a mixed-use complex
(residential and commercial) that responds to Jabal Amman site
characteristics, topography, climate, and building orientation, in
the development of the project design.

HANDS PROJECT NUMBER: 610238-EPP-1-2019-1-JOEPPKA2-CBHE-JP

Project 2



COURSE PROJECTS:  

partition (interior design element).
Design Brief: “paravan” (or partition, curtain or partition)
Paravan considered a furniture element, and sometimes played
the role of a home accessory that decorates the space, and it now
takes many forms, and is still used in contemporary interior design,
as it represents an attractive way to create a multifunctional
space.
(paravan) become indispensable in interior design, for the purpose
of achieving privacy, it takes the form of an accordion, and plays
the role of the door, or in the entrance to the house to define the
mentioned area and separate it from another.
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COURSE PROJECTS:  

BUS STOP
(Amman public transport, Jordan)

No area required

Students were evaluated based on Overall Design, 3D design, and
Funding, as well as Design Rational/Community Appeal.
This project presents a design concept of future bus stops for
autonomous public transport in Amman.
A design concept consisting of a modular stop design to service
different future transport modes in Amman.
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INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS OF THE COURSE INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING 
ACTIVITIES: LECTURE (L): 
Lectures Instructor will teach the topics of each chapter emphasizing the topics to be covered in
syllabus and on related course specific performance indicator, while student will take notes and
raise questions within an open discussion.
• Based on HANDS Learning Outcomes:
• LO5 :Critically assess the role of technology in preserving, promoting, and innovating

traditional craft practices.

• LO13: Consider the environmental impact of traditional craft practices and explore sustainable
approaches to materials sourcing, production processes, and waste management within the
context of traditional craft design.

• LO14: Develop critical thinking skills to analyze and evaluate traditional craft objects in terms
of their cultural, aesthetic, functional, and technical aspects. Learn problem-solving skills to
address challenges encountered in the design and production process.

HANDS PROJECT NUMBER: 610238-EPP-1-2019-1-JOEPPKA2-CBHE-JP

H
a
n
d
’s

 p
ro

je
c
t 



• Studio and Laboratory work is based on the principle of “learning by doing” which assumes that
students learn more effectively lab design and practical tasks. Two practical projects will be
assigned by instructors during semester.

• Students will have continues feedback on their projects, to guide them find solutions for the
design problem, though 2D plans and 3D modeling, in order to ensure that the learning
objectives are fulfilled.

• Individual work will be required .
• Student learning outcomes will be measured by homework assignments, feed backs for the

project improvements, first and second project final submission.
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TUTORIAL (T): 
• During the class, the difficult problems will be solved by the instructor.
• Students will work individual assignments to solve a number of problems. Instructor will guide

the students during the class. Every student will submit his /her report as hard copy and soft
copy, beside students will submit the project on website.
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COURSE CONTENT: 

• Lecture 1 (week 1)

Overview of the Course
General introduction
Project 1: Museum of Parliamentary Life.

• Lecture 2 (week 2)

Urban context study (Site analysis, case studies and program)
Design approach ( conceptual phase)

• Lecture 3 (week 3)

Design development

• Lecture 4 (week 4)

Project 1 Final Submission
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• Lecture 5(week 5)

Project 2: Mixed used, residential and commercial complex 
Phase 1: Data collection and analysis stage. 

• Lecture 6 (week 6)

Urban context study (Site analysis and case studies) 
Brief and requirements of the project  

• Lecture 7(week 7)

Design approach ( conceptual phase) 

• Lecture 8(week 8)

Phase 2: Preliminary / Concept development 
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• Lecture 9(week 9)

Phase 3: Development / Architectural Drawing; Plans And Sections

• Lecture 10 (week 10)

Architectural Drawing; 3D studies

• Lecture 11 (week 11)

Design development

• Lecture 12 (week 12)

Phase 4: Pre-final submission
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• Lecture  13(week 13)

Design development 

• Lecture 14(week 14)

Design development 

• Lecture 15/16(week 15/16)

Project Final Submission 
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
MUSEUM OF PARLIAMENTARY 

LIFE
Design Outlines:

• Genuine Architectural Design with imaginary future approach.
• Considering people with special abilities.
• Considering Identity and Climate.
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MIXED USED, RESIDENTIAL
AND COMMERCIAL COMPLEX
OBJECTIVE OF THE PROJECT

• A project-based course; it emphasizes the design of complex
group of buildings (mixed used, residential and commercial
buildings) within an urban context of a related urban fabric
such as locations in central urban areas or in other locations
where an urban design practice is needed prior to the design
of individual buildings. The course employs a professional
approach where the brief and requirements of the project are
formulated by the students as a result of existing architectural
and social analysis of the study area.

• Also the main principles and urban arrangement behind the
complex spatial design and context, in addition of formulate
critical arguments by exercising different value approaches in
contemporary urban design, as well as future tendencies in
the field.



REGULATIONS:

• 1- Built-up area 60%
• 2- Setbacks: required  
• 3- Building height 3 floors & roof 40% 
• 4- between building 10m 
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REQUIREMENTS:

• Conceptual & schematic architectural design, including
description on structure,

• Conceptual design of floodlight illumination.
• Design Development Stage
• Architectural design development, including relevant
description on structure, electromechanical and other
disciplines.
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CONSTRUCTION DRAWING STAGE
• Overall planning of the project, with
emphasis on the review with comments for
the whole process drawings of architectural
design, interior design, landscape, curtain
wall and floodlight illumination;

• Review the construction drawings of other
disciplines, and be responsible for reviewing
and controlling the design details related to
effects in the design of construction
drawings of all specialties to ensure the
integrity and high quality of the project, and
make comments.

HANDS PROJECT NUMBER: 610238-EPP-1-2019-1-JOEPPKA2-CBHE-JP
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PARTITION
(INTERIOR DESIGN ELEMENT).
Requirements:
• 2 case studies and 1 suggested design
• Scale elevation 1:10
• 2 details (connected with wall & with ceiling.
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ELEVATION 1.10
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BUS STOP
Project Overview
This concept shelter is a test bed for ideas of how bus stops can
be reimagined as meaningful social nodes. It is part of a larger
initiative that encourages creative ways to re-imagine daily
sights, sound, and situations around us; things and events that
we may have taken for granted, and developed a blindspot
towards. Through redesigning these objects and happenings or
the way we interact with them, we hope it will contribute in
refreshing ways people meet and share.
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Analyzing Pattern Data













Workshop and Exhibition 
center 

























Thank you
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